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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to tlie date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hewitt 
(4,287,912). Hewitt shows a flow control valve with flow port 13 below valve chamber 24, 
check ball 16, rod chamberl6, adjusting rod 45, and port 42. The adjusting rod is movable to 
form a gap or seal against the valve. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ise (4,495,965). 
Ise (Fig. 3) shows inlet 5', a valve chamber holding spring biased check valve 13, a rod chamber 
holding adjusting rod 15, and outlet 9a. The adjusting rod has a flow passage within, and when 
moved, adjusts a throttle gap formed between its leading edge portion and a peripheral wall of 
the valve chamber. The Fig. 2 and 4 embodiments are also seen as anticipatory. 

Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 39-18634 or JP 
1 1347869. Each of the references at least one flow control valve mounted in a barrel portion 
which is screwed into a mounting hole of a hydraulic cylinder. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
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invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the dirrci cnccs bciw eenthe subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a \vht)lc \v duIcI have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ise (4,495,965) in 
view of JP 39-18634 or JP 1 1347869. It would have been obvious to mount the Ise valve in 
either of the Japanese cylinders because the Ise valve is provided for the same purpose, and 
installing it directly in a cylinder would have provided a more compact assembly. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Gehrke and Schmoeger show a similar valves, where an adjusting rod is threaded 
into a cylinder and carries a spring biased check valve. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen M. Hepperle whose telephone number is 571-272-4913. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tlie Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Stephen M. Hepperle/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3753 



